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FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION
'WASHINGTON, D:C. 26463.

. '
David 1. Courcelle; Esq. 'AUG 15 2012
Law Office:6f David Cotiréelle, LLC

Bxecutive Tower, Suite.185

3500:North :Causeway Blvd

Metairie; LA 70002

RE: MUR 6623
William: A Bennett

Dear Mr, Courcelle:

2 U S C §§ 441 n(a)( l)(A) and 44lf Enclosed ts the Factual and Legal Analyms that sets forth
the basis for the Commission’s: determmatxon

In order to: expedlte the resolutlon of thlS matter, the Comnusswn has. authorized the

agreement in settlement of this matter p 'or toia
there: is probable cause to believe that Mr. Bennef
congiliation is not.mandated by'the Act:o ( jons a:;ystep
in the enforcement. process that'the Comnissi ' :B
this matter at an early stage;
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matenals relatmg to thls matter untrl notfﬁed thafthe Camrmssmn has closed its ﬁle in. tlus
matter. Sée 18 U.S.C, § 1519,

We lotk forward. to your fesponse.

On behalf of the-Commission,

Caroline C. Huniter

Enclosures _
Factual and Legal Analysis
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FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION
FACTUAL AND LEGAL ANALYSIS

RESPONDENT: Witliam A. Bennett MUR .6625-
I  GENERATIONOF THE MATTER

This matter was.generated. based on information ascertained by the Federal Election
Commmission. (“Commmission”) in the nermal coutse of carrying; oiit its supervisory
responsibilities. See2 U.S.C, §437g(a)(2).
IL FACTUAL AND LEGAL ANALYSIS

A:  PactusFSuminary

fﬁfbmgtiign available to the Commission indicates-that Scalise for:Congress.
{“Committee™), the principal campsign committee of Rept:e.'sgpt'-aﬁw Stephen Scalise; who was:
the successful 2008 candidate: for the Fifst:Congressional District.of Louisiana, had received
contribytiens.in.2007 from William A. Bennett that réportedl§ had béeri made: in the names.of
Melanie Detloff, Julie Ot arid-James. Wyckoff for $2,300.each.. The contributions i issue
End Report; the Commiittee identified Bennett, who also contributed $2,300 on the samedate
as.the others, as.a Benetech executive and cortributor Wyckoff:as the owner of United
Propertiés Deévelopiment in New Jerséy. Thére are o employers listed for contribuitors Ottiand
Detloff. Aecording to public sources, Benetech.is:a limited liability company headquartered in
New.Orlegns for which Benristt feportedly: serves: as, President-and Julie Ott as Chief
Administrative Officer. See BENETECH, http:/www.gobenetech.com/about/ (fast visited June
19, 2012). Publicly available state marriage and Commission records reflect that QMe'lé-n-ie.

Detloff was formerly Bennett’s spotise. See ANCESTRY.COM,



B

13044320663

.MUR 6623

‘William: A Bennelt

[Facjual and Legal Analysus
Page2

strycoifi/search/db aspx2dbid=1100 (Nevada Marriage Index, 1956-2005)

{reporting marrige befween Melarie R Detloff'and William A, Bennett on July 24, 2004);
Romney. for President, Inc., April 15 Quatterly Re,ﬁer’;f at 344 (Apr. 13, 2007) (reattributing

$2,100 of contribution from William Benneit to his spouse, Melanie Beriniéit).

Oni.June: 21, 2011, after.consulting with the Reports Analysis Division, the

Committee filed a Form 99, which informed the Commission: that;

On December 19,2007, the Scalise for Congress campaign
received four checks as parl of a fundraising event. These checks
were in the amounts of:$2,300 ¢ach from Williai Bennett, Julie:
Ott, James Wyckoff and Melaiie Detloff. On.Juric 15,201 1, the
campaign was notified by a dénor, William Bennett, that he.
reimbursed the other three individuals named above for their
respectlve conffibutions to the Scalise for Congress- campaxgn
Before:this niotification o Jutie 15, 2011, the campaign.néeverhad
any information that would have led to quest'rlOn the validity oftthe:
¢hecks. The checksirn.question were reported on the. FEC repoit.
filed for tho fourth quarter2007.

The Committee further explained that it would disgerge all four of the contributions, totaling

$9,200, to thé U.S. Treasuiy. The Comriittée did 56 on Jutié 21,2011, See:Scalise for
Congress, Jily 15 Quartetly Report at 96 (July 14, 2011).

Inforniation available t6 the Commission indicates that Bennott asked eachiof the
individiials-who. made these contributions, to write-checks in the amount of $2,300 made
payable to'the Committee, and that Bennett had: stated that he was at the:maximum
individual conribution limit and needed thetn to contribite. Beninett reportedly furthier
stated that lie: would reimburse each of them for:the contribution.

In his :Respoﬁs§,.s.u&miﬁeﬂ:'through counsel; Bennett-admits the violation.

Specifically, the Response explairis that the “issue came to light as.a result of Mr. Benneit
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contacting [the Comimittee] and. informing them that he had reimbursed certain individuals
for contributions. made to the Conitnittee.” Bennett Resp. He states.he provided that
information “immmediately upon learning thiat bie iriay have violated the Federal Election
Campaign Act.”™ Id. He further states that he “accepts responsibility for his actionsand
wants to resolve-this maiter amicably and as expeditiously as possible. ‘His positien is one:of
remorse and. wants: to cooperate. fully to- get this matter resolved.” Id.

B.  Legal Analysis

The Federal Eleotion Campaigit Act of 1971, as amended.{the " Act”), provides that

the 2008 election cycle, the Act limited the amount a person could contribute to-a candidate

for federal offiee or the candidafe’s anthorized political committes to $2,300 per election.

2US.C..§ 241a(E)AYA).
Based on the available information, Bennett reimbursed the three. conduit

resporidents for contributions to the Comimittee for the March 8, 2008 Louisiana Republican
spécial ptimary election, coristituting three séparate violations 0£2 U.S.C. §441f. In |
addition, since Bennett himself made a $2,300 contribution to the Committee for the:same

elettion, when that comtribution is aggregated with the émounts he contributed in the names

of others, he exceeded the applicable contribﬁtion Timits by $6,900 for thaf election; a

violation of 2-U.S.C. § 441a(a)(1)(A). Therefore, there-is reason to believe William A.

Bennettviolated 2 U.S.C. §§ 4414(a)(1)(A) and 441£. ,




